Schistosomiasis and malaria: another piece of the crossreactivity puzzle.
The recent discovery that individuals living in endemic areas have antibodies in their sera that are crossreactive for both helminth and malaria parasites raises important questions both of the interpretation of existing immunoepidemiological data and of the basic biology of the host and the parasites. One such shared antigen (SmLRR) has now been cloned and has, therefore, opened up an intriguing and exciting field of research for immunologists and parasitologists.